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Honourable Gentlemen , Supporting the 
 Lords-Day:. Lecture: in the Morning; 
_ at Mr: Lobb's Meeting a near Feter- 
Lane, London, © (5 


Here is no Apology to be made (my very Honoured) 
for the Confidence of my preſenting this Sermon to 
' yon, but the Tranſcendent Weight and Excellency 
of the Subje# ; and that wherever this Diſcourſe 
comer, your giving ſuch Encouragement to the Preaching the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, on which occaſion this Sermon ws 
Preached,, mexiegt en by it in Memorial of you, 
and of my own Grateful Senſe of my participation of your 
Favonr and Good. will thereis, who Acknowledg my ſelf moit- 
unworthy of any ſuch. I Acknowledg, I have Darkened the 
Counſcels of ſo Great x Truth by Words without Knowledg ; 
But who is (ufficient for it according to its Dignity * The Se- 
crets of this Wildom are double to All can be ſaid of it; . 
But if there be any Thing ſpoken with the Evidence of Di- 
vine Truth, or in Any Meaſure (through Gracious Aſſiſtance) 
Worthy of it, or Acceptable to any of the Servants of Chrils, 
or your ſelves in P——_— I a_ mit wg 8 my 
a proportion of Acceptance , be Transferred, to the Dg-- 
Gs of the Kincow F Chriit, and reed of Time to 
38, I have ſo laboured in; yet not I, but the Grace of Chrif#+ 
with me; For, if the Lord hath enabled his unworthie# Sex - - 
vant to ſpeak, in this Great Point aright, and according -to 
Bis Word, and the Divine Reaſon of it, I hope it will bence 
ape 


appear, He hath Enabled me to give Good Heed to what 1 
have ſpoken, and whereof I have Afﬀfirm'd, and on what 
grounds I have ſo Aﬀirmd concerning the Great Revolution 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt, ſo near as 1697. and which P 
cannot but Humbly Look upon, as that Eſpecial Diſpenſation 
committed to me, and therein | magnify my Office.. And ſo 
I commend All to Divine Influence, and Bleſſeng, Preparing 
by this Diſcourſe for his K ingiloms, - and \Afſnring it thereby to 
us 5 And for all, Bleſſings, and\wwoit Gracioks Preſence of God 
with you in all your Stations, Aion, and Conditions, eſpecially 
in Heavenly Placer, and Things axe the moſt weſtigned 
Swpplications of, | 


Honoured Gentlemen, | 
Your Moſt Humble Servant in 


that" Everlaing' Kingdow: 


T. BEVERLET. 
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THE 


GREATNESS 


OF THE 


Loſs of a Soul 


AND THAT 


There can be no Exchange found for it. 


M ATT. XVI. 26. 


For what is a Man Profited, if He Gain the whole World, and Loſe 
bis own Soul? or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for, his Soul ? 


HIS Great Qracle of our Lord and Maſter, is indeed ' 

one of the chief Baſes, or Foundations of the Do- 

arine of Chriſtianity ; It is one of the Pillars, the 

Seven Piflars, on which Wiſdom hath Founded its Houſe 
viz, That there is no Compariſon berween the whole World, and 
the value and worth of an Immortal Spirit, conſidered, as inan 
Immortal State and Condition; an. Immortal, Unchangeable, 
and Everlaſting Self :. So that' if a Man could Gain the' whole 
World with the loſs of this Self, he could be no Gainer, becauſe 
that which ſhould enjoy all, is loſt. And further, He muſt be a 
loſer beyond all we can conceive or expreſs; for he will come to 
Rue, or dearly to Repent this Lon: He will come even _ 
| nally 
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nally to cry out, What ſhall T give in exchange, or as a price of 
Redemption for my Leſt Soul ? though 1 loſt it for a whole HPorld 
gain'd by that !ofs ? 

T his 1sexpreſſed-by our Lord, in fo plain and familiar a way, 
and fo ſhoocing of it ſelf into the Univerſal Senſe, and Appre- 
henliog of Mankind , Every one can weigh at this Scale and by 
this Beam, and calt this Account; F thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be 
wiſe for thy ſelf ; But if thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt bear it, Prov. g. 
Our great unhappinebs this,” That we have nat, as I may call 
it, a Vital ſenſe, and Apprehenſion of it; ſuch a one, as that 
is, by which we Apprehend, State, and Value, or rather im- 
mediately feel, and are toitch'd to the quick*® (as we ſay) in all 
the concernments of the preſent Life, and ſelf preſervation 
WA. 

This Senſe we cannot have, but frag rh Spirit.of Tputh, lead- 
ing into All Truth, by giving us a Vital Union to it, and with it ; 
for tho' it be ſpoken Ten Thouſand timgs tous ; tho-we cannot 
deny it ; tho' we praiſe the Diſcourſes of 1t 3; -yert we ſhall not elle 

erccive ſucly Dints, and Impreſſions, ſuch alway accompanying 
owers of ir, as to A according to it: Yet that I may preſent 
this Diſcourſe with all the advantages of Addreſs I can by Di- 
vine Affiltance extend it to, and on which I moſt humbly pray 
the BenediQion of the Father of Lights, of Spiints. I will firſt, 
by way of Preparation, and Entrance , Conſider theſe Four 


T hings : 


1. Who is He, that -hath. here ſpoken theſe words to all the 
World, to the whole Human Nature, eſpecially to all that are 
called Chriſtians, and among them, more eſpecially to thole, 
who ate indeed his Friends, as he calls them in a like ſpccch, 
Like 12, :. What t a Man profited, if be gain, Ge. It is even He, 
that: as He is the great Lover of Souls, fo He is 'the great Pur- 
chaſer and: Redecmer of them; He that had computed, and 
knew the value of Souls, when He came to dye for them, to 
Humble Himſelf to the dearth of the Croſs, He weighed with 
Himſelf, what was the worth 'of theſe: Immortal Beings, for 
which he came to dye; For as it 1s ſaid of Abner, Died Abner as 
a Fool dieth2 Dicd He upon a ſmall or:trivial an Account ? How 
much mors may we fay of the:Lord- of Life and Glory ? Did He 
come to dye on any low account? He knew what He came to 
dye for ; He knew what 'the Immortal ſtate of Spirits is ; the 
Greatneſs. of the Happineſs on one ide, of the Miſery on wx 

other 
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other, He knew theri the Souls of all Men; of all that are now 
before him; He knew in a peculiar manner the Souls of hisown, 
what the Miſery was He Redeemed them from, and the Happi- 
nels alſo He Ranſomed them into. Now in the view, and ſar- 
vey of all this, and as giving the Account, as Solomon ſpeaks in 
another Caſe ; which His Sou] had ſought and found, He ſpake 
theſe words? What ſhall it prefit a Man, if he gain the whole World, 
and loſe his Soul ; and if he lotes his Soul, What ſhall be give in ex- 
change for it ? | 

We deferr this to every Wiſe and Honeſt Man ; We allow 
this Honour to him, that He is able to ſpeak of the Things 
wherein he deals, according to their true worth and value. 
We pive this Credit to Merchants that deal in Forcign Com- 
modiries ; to any great Purchaſer; we look upon his Judgment, 
and eſtimate as a Standard : Now He that knew above any in 
Heaven or Earth the priceof Souls ; He who is the ſingle and 
alone Purchaſer of T hem, (For as to any other, The Redemption of 
Souls rs Precious,and ceaſeth for ever,)ſaid this. And he is not only the 
Parchaſer, but the Creator and Supreme End of them, They 
were all created by him, and for im, Who then, as He, could 
Liſt up his Hand, as it were, to Heaven, and ſay, What ſhall tt 
profit a Man, if he gain the whole Werld, and loſe his own Soul; or 
what ſhall a Man give in exchange for it ? He ſaw, and ſearched it ont, 
and declared it trom his own certain knowledg in the making 
Souls ; and from his Expericnce in the Purchaſc of them. 


2. Let us obſcrve, how our Lord lays us in one Scale what- 
ever is higheſt, even the uttermoſt that can be ſuppoſed, tho? 
it never has, or ſhall be attained ; He does not ſpeak of a little 
thing, when he lays a Soul in the other Scale ; but whatever 
can be ſuppoſed to Counter-ſway,' or Countcr-ballance a Soul; 
Suppoſe all the Honours, Profits, Pleaſures of the World could 
be gained at the price of a Soul, whateyer the Covetous or the 
Ambitious, or Proud , the Scnſualiſt, or Voluptuary do, or 
would roll themſelyes in ; Suppoſe a Man could haye all this 
with all immaginable advantages; All this, ſaith our Lord, 
could not weigh againſt one Soul. We know, it is a vety little 
of 'the World we adventure for, we engage our Souls for, I here 
was never yet any Man that could fay, 'He was Maſter of the 
- whole World, and All Things in it ; But ſuppoſe a Man could 
ſay, He had'it, and upon the longeſt Term of Life, and at the 
higheſt-Elevation, y A am , yet if we believe Him, _ 
q- ot 2 a 


C4J | * | 

had all Reaſon to know it, All this were not to be named with a 
Soul : Nay, in Solomon's Judgment, they are not ſufficient to 
defray the Charges of Life, the Yanity and Yexation of Spirit that 

eſs upon this Life, in this ſtate of Sin and Miſery, one may ſay, 
K is Mortgaged under. 

3. The Footof the Account, the Ballance of the Account, at 
the loweſt that can be' given, 1sthis, That.a Man would not be 
profited, if he avgrny gan the whole World, and loſe his own Soul, All 
that he got by it would amount to juſt nothing : Our Lord 
Conveys it therefore under the ſhade of a Man Adventuring up- 
on the Sca, and getting how much ſoeyer can be ſuppoſed by the 
Adventure, and then his Life, Himſelf be caſt away. ; fuppoſe 
ie were a World in his Arms, What would ſach a Man get > If 
thatwhereby we Taſte, Enjoy, Take in, whatevercan be given 
into our poſſeſſion be loſt ; All that hole World becomes immedi- 
ately an x to him- For, whoſe then ſhall that World be- 
-come ? If ; - ac ſays, Seeing there are many things that in- 
creaſe vanity, What is Man the better ! How much more, if his 
whole becomes an abſolute Cypher, a Nothing to him, What 
can H- be the better ?. This is expcrimental Truth, The Devil 
truely ſaid, Skin for skin, all that a Man hath would he give for his 
Life: This is true in the ſenſe and verdit of Nature ; God 
therefore, the Great Arbiter of Life, hath this Bridle in the 
Mouth of the molt Atheiſtic, the Fools, that ſay either in their 
'Reart, or openly, There 7s no God, They are under this Deſpotic 
AbſolutePower, whateyer they call it,they muſt aye.,and they can- 
not ſecure againſt,how ſoon! Andthis blanks all they can propoſe; 
Their Breath is at ſome ones Plea'ure , ſome Will, and Dilpoſc 
that is not their own, bur above it, 7t goeth forth,, and in that wery 
day their thoughts periſh, —_— all chings under the Sun , And 
this proportionably falls on all who are Rich towards themſelves, 
and not towards God, Luke 12. 21. 

4-: By theſe words of our Lord and Saviour, there will come 
a. great and ſad reyiew upon a Man's loſs of his Soul ; There is 
a ſurvivorto this loſs ; that will haye an carneſt deſire to this 
Sol, to this Self again, that will cry out, Where is that Thing 
that ] may find out to give in Exchange, asa Reprizal for m 
loſt, and. undone Soul 2 And what is this Survivor, but the lo 
and undone Soul it ſelf, reviewing, and looking back on it ſelf, 
as ſo leſt? So our Lord intends to intimate to us, by adding, as, 
a Clap of Thunder , falling upon the. Loſt ſtate of a Soul ; 
What ſhall a. Man give is Exchange for his Soul? The word op 
2: PORER. 
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ſpoken in a vehemency, or in a Paſſion of Anguiſh, Horrors 
and Deſpair, upon the ſenſe of ſo miſerable a Bargain. 

Were it not for this after Account, a Man might pleaſe him- 
ſelf in this, if he could Gain the whole Werld, or make ſome No- 
ble, as it might ſeem, Acquiſt of it ; That he had laid his Hand 
upon the Prize, as he ſaid ; Hoc-nobile Feci quod perii, I haye this 
ſatisfaction, that I have brought what 1 deſired to paſs, though 
I periſh in it : But this ſo terrible Review, this ſo dear Repen- 


rance will ſting and torment for ever ; becauſe ſuch Exchange is 


not poſſible to be found ,; ſuch an Exchange is neither to be found 
aboye nor below, 'which a Man may give in Exchange for his 
Soul. For when our Lord ſays, What ſhall a Man give in Exchange 
for bis Soul? Ic is as if he ſhould fay, There is no ſuch Poſſible 
to be found, | 

Here arc two Goa then our Lord has put, which can no 
way be Anſwered, but by ſubmitting to his Advice, To loſe 
our Lives here that we may ſave them for eyer, rather than to 
' fave them here and loſe them for eyer; by being put upon the 
; nf of ſecking an Exchange for our Souls that cannot be 
ound. 
Theſe things being thus premilſed, I will now ſtate the ſenſe 
of the Words, and fo lay down the Propoſition to be Ditf- 
courſed, 

In ſtating the ſenſe of the Words, Three things are to be cn- 


quired into : 


1. What is meant by a Soul ? 
2, What by a Soul loft > 
3. What by an Exchange for a Soul loſt ? 


I, That which is the ſhade and ſimilitude, under which the 
Lord conveys his Divine ſeoſe of a Soul, is Life, 
We know, all Taſt and Enjoyment is by the benehr of Life 


If you take away Life, Man to all T hings here in the World is . 


a Carcaſs, or lump of Clay ; He cannot enjoy For the Body, by 
which the Soul had any enjoyment here is ſo,: and it is no other 
"than adead Body, and fo cannot enjoy ; Pur all you can upon a 
Dead Body, it is all one to it ; All the Funeral Pomp and State 
inthe World, ir knows nothing of ; It does rot rejoyce in it , 
It is not at all pleaſed; It is all one to it, to be conveyed down 
inthe greateſt ſilence to che Chambers of Darknes, 


So - 
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So in the very ove manner, Let a Man have all the World; 
yet if his Life be taken from him, all that World becomes pre+ 
ſently a Cypher, a Nothing to him, a perfe& Darkneſs; In the 
Verle theretore before the Text, v. 25. the ſame word is uſed 
for Life, that is in this Verſe of the Text, v.26. Tranſlated 
Soul. Whoſcever will ſave his Life, ſhall loſe it ;, and he that will loſe 
his Life for my ſake ſhall find it. Pſyche is the word uſed, thc yeryp 
ſame word, bat is a Man prifited, if he ſhall gain the whole#Porld, 
and loſe bis wn Life > For then the whole World is nothing ta him. 
Or what ſhall a Man give in exchange for his Life ? Becauſe it is ſo 
well known, All the World cannot buy back Life, if it be once 
gone, This is the Shade our Lord uſes. 


2. The werd Soul is to be underſtood yet more ſtritly and 
cloſely, for the very Soul and Immortal Spirit ; becauſe that indeed 
is. the very Power and Principle of Life in every one of us : It 
is not the Body, nay, it not that very Glorihed Body of the 
Reſurrefion; f is not that does primarily, or originally cnjoy, 
or take in Happineſs; but it is that happy and blefled Spirir that 
ſhall be in that Glorified Body, and therefore the Apoſtle calls ir 
a Spiritual Body ;, that is, a Body every way fitted for che Uſe, 
and to the Scrvice of the Spirit 3 If any one therefore fay to 
himſclf, I have a Being within me, that as in all the Mems 
bers and Powers of my Body," that fees in my Eye, and hears 
in my Ear, that taſts, and fcels, and apprehends all Things, 
and has the whole power of Reſentment within it ſelf, either 
as to Happineſs or Miſery; and that this Being ſurvives even 
to Etcrnity,a Reſcnting Being, that carries all our Reſehtment, 
our Apprehention; If this Being that cannot dye, be loſty ir 
mult be loſt, by lofing that which is the Lite of it ſelf, .chat is, 
the Happincſs and Blefſedneſs of the enjoyment of God, and 
the Love of him, and Likeneſs to him. If this Soul be then 
in a perpetual Torment, and for ever, How can it enjoy any 
thing ? | 
As we may ice perſons, that have all the things of this World 
about chem, 1t they have a Spirit ſunk into T rouble, Diſquier, 
Ho:or, Melancholly, which is a loſt ſtate in this World”; a 
Poor Man tchac bath not the Thoufandth part of what. fach a 
one hath, ſhall yet enjoy much more than het Such a one, 
ſaith Solomon, Eats in darkneſs, as it were in a Dungeon. How 
much more when a Spirit comes into its own :; proper ſtate, and 


5nd nothing within, nor without it felf ſuircable co it, but all 
CONs 
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contrary to its Life and Peace ; For it is gramedto Souls hete: to 
be in a ſtate of Probation, and Tryal, under the Grace of rhe 
Mcdiator, and to ſome ſuch degrees of enjoyment of the Crea- 
tiom of God, that they do not feel, at leaſt ro ſuch extremity 
the loſs of themſelves, and the Horror of that ſtate of being loſt; 
alchough they are dayly loling their Souls in what of this orld 
they enjoy 3 This 1s. generally, and even almolt univerſaily 
vouchſated, becauſe God looks upon Mankind throu;h 
that objeftof Love, tha: Son of His-Love, ro ſee whether they 
will return to him on the Principles of. his Grace: ; he endures 
therefore with. Patience, and much Long: ſuffering the Veſlels of 
Wrath fitted to Deſtrultion, or while they fit themſelves to it : 
And this, and the Dealings of God with ſuch, is one of the 
great Myſteries of his Providence and Goyernment of the 
World by theMediator. 

3+, Soul often in Scripture Language, ſignifies the whole Per- 
ſan, as{in the Ads of the Apoſtles, belides the O!d T:ftament, The' 
number of- them that believed were ſo many Souls, or Perſons, 
that is, Spirits in Bodics; and ſo certainly Chrift here means 2 
In a parallel Scripture therefore, Luke 9. 25. It is faid; What zs @ 
Man profited, if he:Gain the whole World, and loſe himſelf, or be 
caſt away ; Our Lord is here ſpeaking of a Man, asI intimated, 
under. the reſemblance of a Merchant, adventaring himfeit by 
Sea in the purſuirafrer:Riches: Now faith Chriſt, It ſuch a one 
Gain the whole World by the Adyenture, and loſe himſelf, W har 
has that Man got by all his undertaking ; So if a Man loſe him- 
ſelf 'in that Great State of the Reſurreftion ; of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, at-the Glory that is tocome ; IF he ſhall be then in a pity- 
ful, forlorn, deſpiſed ſtate, an undone, ſorrowful Being, a Per- 
ſon Removed from all enjoyment, and that he knows, and 
finds himſelf ſo; Whatmill i profit ſuch a one, to have gained the 
whole Work, and to be in that loſt State ? 

And that our Lord intended this very ſtate of the ReſurreQi- 
on, and of.every Man'sſelf in that ſtate, is plain by his going: 
on, and declaring the Son of Man's coming in the Glory of the Fa- 
ther, with'the Holy Angels, and Rewarding every Man according to 
his works; and then ſhall every one know, and fecl the loſs of 
himſelf, who has thus Zoft himſelf; - So Sozls, is us'd for Perſons 
in the Firſt Reſurrection, Rev. 29. 4. 


2. By all that hath been C ken, it appears what the Loſs of 4 
Soul is; Itis a loſs from Holineſs, Happineſs, and a>" 
| which 


[83 
which Loſs; the Gain of the whole World can neyer Recom? 
penſe. 


2. An Exchange for a Loſt Soul, is ſome way or means of Re: 
covering a loſt Soul into a ſtateof Holineſs and Happineſs, in 
the enjoyment of God, Likeneſs and Conformity to Him : And 
this it y the loſt Soul will ſo carneſtly cry out for, and that cannot 
be found. 
 ThePropofition I lay down is this t The Loſs of a Mar's Soul, 
is a Loſs ſo exceeding great, and the Exchange of Redemption 
or for the Recovery of it, if once loſt, ſo impoſſible to be found, 
That when all this comes ( as it ſhall certaia!y be) to be clearly 
underſtood, and deeply Reſented ; It will fully appear, To have 
Gain'd the whole World, much leſs any part of it, at ſuch a Rate, 
as the Loſs of the Soul, cannot yield the leaſt allay to the Bitter- 
neſs arifing from ſuch a Loſs, but will cxcecdingly increaſe it ; 
For a Man ſhall come to thoſe loud Complaints and Ejulations, 
thoſe weepings, wailings, and gnaſhings af Teeth ; when he finds 
he hath loſt that into Miſery, that hath all the Feeling, Judge- 
ment of Good, or Evil, Happineſs, 'or Miſery; the' whole 

ower of Enjoyment or Reſentment within it ſelf; That he 
hath loſt himſelf, his whole ſelf, or perſon, T hen will hecry 
out, Oh! who will give me a Ranſome for my Soul? for wy 
Self? where ſhall I have it? He goesup ro Heaven, down to Hell, 
he ſearches the whole Creation to find it; W here ſhall I find, 
faich he, what will be taken in Exchange for a loſt, undone Soul ? 
For who can make his Bed in the Torments of a Wounded Spirit, 
ſcorching worle than Flames ? Whocan dwell with the Devour- 
ing Fire, the Conſuming Anger of the Living God? or with the Ever- 
laſting Burnings of an Enraged Conſcience ? 

To makeout this in full Diſcourſe, and Argument, I propoſe 
Three Heads: - 


1. Toſhew, That if a Man could dye with the whole World 
in his Hand, he would be a Loſt Man on this Account, That the 
World could be no proviſion for him,or the leaſt ſuicable in that 
True andEyerlaſting Self; his Soul, as in the ſtate of Separated 
Spirits z or Himſelf, in the ſtate of the ReſarredFion ; and ſo he muſt 
be Loſt on that Account. \0 

2, T hatthis Loſt State cannot be ſlumbered away in ſilence, but 
he mult, and ſhall come to thole vehement ſearches, after ſome 
Exchange for a Loſt Soul, and Self; and there being —_— ” 

| oun 
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found, thoſe ſearches malt needs turn into Rage and Fury upon 
their ſo dreadful diſappointment; 

3: 1 ſhall thereforc enquire into the way of _ a Soul ac- 
cording to our Lords preſent ſcope, and drift of Diſcourſe; be- 
cauſe it we cloſely atrend, we ſhall find it out of the Road of 
our Common Thoughts. « 

And unto all thele, 1 will ſubjoyn the moſt preſſing Applica® 
tions, that ſo naturally flow from thoſe Heads, fully open'd, and 
enlarg'd upon y 

I begin with the Firſt; The True, Real, Solid Senſe and 
Reaſon of Things, that none of us can deny ; That a Soul muſt 
needs be loft that hath no Proviſion, but the World, though ir 
were the whole World; that is ; If ſuch a Thing could indeed be: 
And though I muſt humbly acknowledg, 7 am no way ſufficient for 
theſe Things, or the mighty conſiderations pertaining to this Sub- 
jet z yet they themſclves are fo great, that if they be extrated 
out & all Diſcourſe, and be but felt in, and by themſelves, they 
muſt nceds prevail in our Thoughts; the Holy Spirit thereunto 
working in us mightily, 


T. There is no Compariſon between a Man's Soul, a Man's 
Self in the Heighth, and Depth, the Breadth and Length of his 
* True Being, his True Self, and the World, though it were the 
whole World; A Being Apprehenſive of God, capable of enjoying 
Him», capable of Eternal Things, of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Spirit, 

For what Compare can there be between a Being prepared with 
Sentiments, and Capacirics for theſe Things, and the narrow and 
pent up notions and dimenſions of our ſelyes, as Creatures, that 
cat ſuch Meat, and drink ſuch Drinks, that wear ſuck Cloaths,” 
and dwel. in ſuch Houſes, or Appartments, have ſuch an Equi- 
page and Retinue? So widely ditferent is the proportion be- 
tween the World, and an ImmorrtaliSpirir, an Immortal ſelf : 
For the World is ſuited only to thoſe low Notions- and Appre- 
henftons of a Man's Self, and it can extend no further : So that 
the Spirit, and True Self of a Man eyen now, in this State, 
in this Body finds a want +in the greateſt abundance-of theſe, 
Things, and cries out upon them all, Dy and wexation of, Spt- 
rit, and though it be huddled up, and muffled, and kept quiet 
by all Arts imaginable, yet it comphains, and inwardly mourns 
to it felf; becauſe it hath not the true ſatisfaftion, and enjoy- 
ment ; the Fibres (as1 may Sy of the Spiritual Stomach ang 
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Appetite, are ſo often twitched with the : hunger of ſomethin 
more Excellent and Divine; I mean, Thoſe deep and inwar 
Sentiments, We are made for higher enjoyments than of this 
World, often ſtir and moye do what we can to the contrary. 
And if it be thus now much more will this be in that future: 
ſtate, when a-Soul will be wly cxplicated, unfolded, let out ins 
to its utmoſt Capacities; Then will all the World plainly ap- 
pear to be no other than the fitting the Coat of an Infant to a 
Giant; Oh! how much too wide, and too large is that true 
Self for al theſe, roo extenſive to be ſo provided for ! To te!l 
an Immortal Spirit, or a Man riſen from the Dead, of Meat, 
and Drink, and ſumptuous Cloathing, of Houſes, Eſtates, and 
Money; you ſpeak, I may ſay, Infinitcly below the Dignity 
and Majeſty of ſuch a Being t Ic will ſay to the World, AZ theſe 
thy things periſh with thee ; That thou couldſt think [ could be 
provided for by them, or that Eternal Things could be pur- 
chaſed with them / 

Oh, that therefore now, we could fay to our ſelves, Can I 
think of God, of Chriſt, of his Spirit, of Eternal Happineſs, 
or Miſery ? Haye I Thoughts that can embrace ſuch Things as 
theſe! Am 1 great enough for ſuch Thoughts 2 Can [think of 
enjoying God, and Living in the pureſt entercourſes of Reaſon, 
and Holieſt Underſtanding ? Can there be an centerview berween 
my $pirir. and the Father of Spirits,God in Chriſt? and do you talk 
to me of ſuch poor and low things as are firſt moſt proper to 
Beaſts, and Creatures of Senſe only ? the food of Brutes; the. 
meat -of Worms; and tome only in that low ſtate and part 
wherein | am allicd to them. 

I know how very hard it is for us in this low Carnal ſtate, to, 
take in the Reaſon of this, as it were vain to entertain Beaſts 
with the Diſcourſes of Mathematicks, of Reaſon, or of Virtue ; 
And hereby the Children of Men may know themſelves to be but 
Beaſts, as Solomon ſpeaks a higher kind of Beaſts: And it were 
well for them, if their Spirits, who have thus converſed in Bo- 
dy, might be ſuffered to go downward, as Beaſts; ſo indeed, ſuch 
Men would have them do when they come to dye : But this 
cannot be, as God ſaid to the ſraehites, T hey would fain have. 
been as the Heathen Families, but He would Bring them under the 
Bond of the Covenant of Iſraclites, of thoſe He called his People ; 
ſo ſuch would fain be as the Beaſts; But this ſhall nor be, God- 
will bring them under the Law of Spiritual and Eyerlaſting Be: 
ings, andof the Family of neyer dying Spirits. Let 


II 

Let ws but a little Appeal to our own Minds, and put them 
a while into their own AQion, into their own proper Exetciſe; 
and we fhall find in their Enquiries aſter Ged, after Righteou(- 
neſs, -after the enjoyment of him in the Blood, and Redem- 
ption of Jeſus Chriſt, and the operations of his Spirit; That 
they are 'made for theſe Things: And how poor then will all 
the-things in this World appear to ke, when we come to the 
height of this Aftion and-Aftivity. 

And though we take ſo much pleaſure and delight in theſe 
now , 'yet ſecing we can riſe up to higher things, and frame no- 
tions of them, it iscettain we are made for thoſe higher things, 
and they muſt be our ſte for ever ; For it is certain, this is a 
you Rule and Maxime, By the moſt excellent part in every 

hing, is its proper and laſting Gocd, to be known and judged 
of, -lt is therefore our Degeneracy, and Depravedneſs, or to 
ſpeak the moſt Favourably and Charitably, Ir is our @hildiſhneſs, 
and Imperfeftion, that we are fo pleaſed; and that we have nor 
Higher, Greater, Larger, more Conſtant Thoughts in the high- 
cſt Things ; as the Apoſtle ſays, When 1 was aChild, 1 thought as 
a Child, 1 ſpake as a Child, I did as a Child; but when 1 became a 
Mas, 1 put away Childiſh things from me. Men look upon the 
things of their Childhood with grear diſdain, and ſo put them 
away from them, as nothing to them; when they come to be 
Men they change both their'overyalue of Trifles, and their un- 
dervalue of Weightier things, they then had; T his indeed, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of our Higheſt Attainments in Grace here ; and 
it is hardly allowable to apply-it ro the Caſe we are upon ; bur 
in a charitable Condeſention to our weakneſs, it may be alluded 
to: But it is moſt certain, when we come to know what the en- 
R——_— of God is, what it is to drink of the River of hzs pleaſures ; 
when he ſhews us the Path of Life, when we come to his Preſence, 
"where is fulneſs of Joy, and to the o_ of bis Right Band, 
that are for evermore ; W hat Trifles will all theſe things appear to 
us! And on the other fide, even the ſorrows of a loſt ſtate, will - 
make us ſce what empty Vanities they all were $ On both ſides 
then, Oh, wich what a deſpiſal ſhall we look upon the things 
we are ſo fond of now, that we have been loendear'd to here ! 
Thoſe things, that if we cannor have them, we, as Amnon, are 
ready to dx for, we ſhall theri with Scorn and Hatrcd, put our, 
and ſhut the door upon. If we could really think, with what 
an Eye Angels and Saints look upon thoſe things we make ſuch 


a do with, that take up our time, and we call Great Butineſs ; 
C 2 How 


How do we fay ſuch-a-Time, we muſt take care of : ſuch an Or- 
nament for the' Body, ſuch a Proviſion. for out Table, ſuch 
Convenſencies, and Furniture for qur Houſes, ſuch a concern of 
Trade, ſuch a ſertlement of our Revenue !- and theſe are things 
that, pals for great things, as we think them now, eſpecially 
rade, Eſtate, or ſuch like ; For evem ſome of theſe, wiſe Men 
count Triftes now, and deſpiſe thoſe who /are taken up about 
them; Burt even the higheſt, the weightielt of them, when we 
come to underſtand them in another World, we ſhall wonder 
how we could lay out ſo many thoughts upon-them, in the neg- 
Ie& of things fo much | abaomk that. concern our much more 
worthy Selyes , in our Spirits, in our” Immortal. State : With 
what admirable Divine Eloquence therefore Solomon ſays, H 
3s the Man that findeth wiſdom, and the Man that getteth undenflart. 
ng ; For the Merchandife of it zs better than the Merchandiſe of Silver, 
and the gain thereof, than of fine Gold : She 3s more precious than Ru- 
bies, and all the things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared to her ; 
Length of days in her Right Hand, and in ber Leſt Hand, Riches and 
Honour ; Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace ; 
She zs a Tree f Life to them that lay hold upon Her; and Happy is 
every one that retaineth-ber, Prov. 3.13, 145 @&c. Here now is the 
Proviſion proper to Immortal Spirits, to the ſtate of the Reſur- 
reftion of the dead, and if we have Wiſdom in degrce, and-pre- 
"nn to 'that Great State now, theſe things will be our 
OICCs : 

Thite is a ſolemn Inquiry, 7b 28. 12, Where ſball wiſdom be 
found, and where zs the place of underſtanding * Man knoweth not the 
price thereof , neither zs it found in the Land of the Living ; The Depth 
faith, It ts not in me ;, and the Sea ſaith, It zs not in me ; that is, it 
does not Riſe from the Riches of the Earth, nor from the Trea- 
fures of the Sca 2 It cannot be gotten for Gold, neither ſhall Silmer be 
weighed for the price f it ; It cannot be nalued with the Gold of Ophir; 
with the precious Onyx, nor the Saphire ſlene ; The Gold and the Chry- 
Flal cannot equal it, and the exchange of it ſhall not be for Jewels of fine 
Gold. No mention ſhak be made of the Coral, . or of the Pearl, For the 

ice of Wiſdom is above Rubies Thusthe Spirit of God.is pleafed 
Fo go on'like an Orator, and to ſhew us, that the whole World 
s not worth one Soul ; and therefore it is not worth YFifdem, that 
Wiſdom to Salvation of Souls ; and without which Souls are loft, For 
He that finneth againſt Wiſdom, wrongeth his own Soul z All they that 
Hate it, Love death. Thus the whole World is Inyentoried, as it 
were ; Its chief Riches arc eighed, and found too Light for Wil: 

aomy 
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dom, Inthe ſame manner, there is a ſad Refleion on the Mi- 
fery'of Loft Souls, For Death and Deſiruftion ſay, we have Heard the 
Fane thereef with our Ears, a moſt lively, and elegant expreſſion 
of the ſtare of Loſt Souls, who in two regards may be ſaid to 
have Heard, or to Hear the Fame thereof with their Ears, 


1. T hey that are Loſt, and in a Fate of Death and Deſtru- 
tion, had, while in this Life, Heard the Fame of Wiſdom with 
their Ears, in thoſe Diſcourſes of the Goſpel, 'in that Law zrit- 
ten in our Hearts in many motions of Conſcience, G&c. bat deſpiſe# 
all its Counſel, and would have none of its Reproof ;, (o they only 
Heard the Fame, but never Received, or Entertained Acquaint- 
ance with it; It was never as their Siſter, or Kinſwoman, as Solo- 
mon {peaks, in intimacy with rhem: Chriſt is ſaid, in this very 
ſenſe, to have Preach'd of old to the Sperits, Hoſt Shirts, naw in 
Priſon + So Death and Deſtruftion bave Heard the Fame of it with their 
Fars. | 


2. The Fame of it comes near to them; They Hear it with 
their Ears, but cannct come at it; as Dives in HZ, Hearing the 
Fame of ' the Wiſdom of Roprotenc to Salvation, delſir'd his Brothers 
might take thar Benefit of it, which he had loſt, and could make 
no purchaſe of, no Exchange for it, out of all that World he had 
had. Death and Deſtrudfion can find no Exchange for a Soul, be- 
cauſe they have nothing to give in Exchange for Wiſdom"! Thus 
chis Expreffion is parallel to our Saviour's, hat ſhall a Man give 
in exchange for bis Soul? 


And thus now, 'Tis evident, The World, and all the things 
of ir, are no more Commenſurate tothe Greatneſs of a Soul, or 
of an Everlaſting Seff, in all irs Offertures. than as if Man ſhonld 
ſay He would make a Garment for the Sun ; though never to 
Rich and Beautiful a Garment, you know it could bear no pro- 
portion to the Beauty and Excellency of Light, or to the vaſlt- 
neſs of the Orb of the Sun : No more can all the Riches, Plea- 
fures, goodly Houſes, or Divertiſements of the World extend 
to a Soul, or to a Man conlidered in his future State, The 
very Quality and Dignity of a Being made to be for ever, does 
fo beyond all Expreſſion, and Compariſon exceed the Quality, 
and latrinlic value of the World, | 


So 


—_ 


$5 that a man loſesbimſelf, and his Soul, while he lays out bis 
thoughts, loye, deſire, and expends his Sou] upou them becauſe 
they are only for the Soul to {erye it lelt 11. me ſmall meaſure 
upon, for its higher end new ; but if it cencroupon them, it is loſt; 
tor they arc not worth that in any degree, 


2, If after this enjoyment of the Worl] then (pes the 
longelt time that can in any Reaſon, Example or Precedent be 
{uppoſed) there comes on the eternal duration of an Immortal Spi- 
rity, a ſelf in an eyerlaſting ſtatez A man cannot be profited , thet 
enjoys the whole world, and loſes Ins Soul, For it a Sonl be immortal, 
and for ever, then the State of chat Soul. and Spirit muſt be im- 
mortal and for eyer alſo; And then if the World be all the Pro- 
viſion that is made for ir, it cannot but be Loſt upon that ac- 
count, becauſe the World can be a portion for it only in this Lite. 
| Whether therefore a man loſe his Soul by his bad ways of gaining , 
the World; or wheticr he loſe his Soul by having made no pro- 
viſion for it, but only the World, there ca:: be no profit to a man, 
but extreme loſs by gaining the World, becauſe he loſes his Soul for 
it : . For if this Soul be loſt notwithſtanding all the World can 
do to help ir, it is all one to the man whether he have the 
World, or haye it nct : For a $oul loſt, 1s for eyer Joſt, or elſe it 
is not If at all, and it the World cannot redeem that loſs, what 
is a man the berttet for the World ? it is ſtill the fame thing : 
Or it the Soxl be loft by having no proviſion tor it but the World, 
and the World cannot go into Ere rnity with ity a::d that ſo it being 
loſt and nuferable, Whit can & weſt a man to have gain'd the whole 
world, an1 teſe bis foul ? The World leaves him in the time cf his 
greatet extremity. Oh how then will our -[mmorral Spirit rc- 
proach us, or it (ſelf ? Forqnan by his Soul or Spirit hath ſuck: a pow- 
cr of felt refletion, of {elf charge and condemnationg-and in 
this ſtate it will excerciſe ic to the height - Ic will ſay ; What do you 
make Proviſion for me, for a moment, for a minute, in compa- 
riſon; for a ſpan long, for a hand breadth of time, when 1 muſt 
endure Ages of Ages? is this the love you have for an Immortal 
Spirit, to make {uch proviſien for it , that is, to endu:e and Jaſlt 
a Line parallel to Etcrnity iz lelf. and you have provided for it, 
comparatively, as but for an hour, a day, a minute 2 would not 
a Child ſay to a Parent that ſhovld make prov:fhon for it bur fora 
day, a month, a year, that we may ſuppoſe in acourſe of n; ture, 


and c:mmon proyidence, may live many years; Is i the 
oye 


C15] 
love you haye for me, to make proviſion but fur fo {hort a 
time ? 

Oh with how much greater realon, force ard ſting will our 
Souls ſay to us! Hew is it that when you underſtood I am prepa- 
red {pr Everlaſting , you bave only laid up tor me for the ſhort 
time of this Life ? For whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, you have provi- 
ded? yqt know they cannot be mine, | cannot carry them with 
me; or if I had all the World, it could do me no good, it could 
not redeem my loſs in this Eternal State, I mult go out naked not- 
withſlanding them. Oh let us therefore always remember the 
Words Scripture ſounds ſo often in our eats; Everlaſting, Eternal, 
for ever, always to come ;, as Matt. 25. 24, &c. Come ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, &c, And on the 
other ſide ; - Depart from me, ye curſed, ito everlaſting Fire, prepa- 
red for the Devil and his Angels: And theſe go away irto everlaſtir g 
puniſhment, and the righteous into life eternal, Oh that every one 
of us, both ſpeaking and hearing could deeply conſider this; I 
amo be for ever, and therefore what do you ſpeak to me of things 
that are to be only for a ſhort time 2? 

And if it be for poſterity, that we are urged; even that is but a 
Notion of this World, and of this Life; though' it look big, 
and ſound great, and carry a fair and honourable pretention, and 
men up2n it call their Lands after their own Names, and their Poſte- 
Pity indeed approve their Sayings. All this, notwithſtanding the 
Spiric of God (lays ; This their way is their folly . And when men 
come into an Eternal Condition, this Bubble falls ; rhere are no 
ſuch Notions there ; For, ſays Job, their $'ns come to honour, and 
they know it net ;, and they are brought ow, and they perceive it not of 
them ; But their-Fleſh upon them has 2ain, and their ſouls within them 
mourn: That is, A man has not the leaſt abatement of the black 
and monrnful ſtate of a loſt Soul by ir. We ſhould therefore ſay ; 
ShalbI be miſcrable for ever, that I may leave an Eſtate to my Fa- 
mily > Shall I be m'fcrable ro Eternity 2 Thus I may entail upon 
my Poſterity, what I haJlin my own Eternal ſelf have no more re- 
lation too, than a Stranger, and yet bz in miſery tor fo forecaſting 
tor my Poſtcrity : 

Itis certain the Tongues of Angels and men is notenough to ex-- 
preſs this thing according to: the weight of ir. Indeed Words are 
nothing alone, but as they are ſubordinate to the Divine Spirit 
— the things themſelves ; For things preſscloſe, and make a 
| Rrong impreſſion upon the heart, Mind, and AﬀeRicns, whento 
ſet home. - J_ 
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Oh therefore thatImight be the Miniſter of God, to vtter Things 
to-you;, and that he would enable you to take things to your lelyes 
out of all Exprethons and Words ; that in all this caſe we may nor 
be prevai:d upon by vaia Fantaſies and appearances from this 
Wotld, and rhe Scheme or Guile of it, and find no weight, force 
nor Authority in things ſo ſolid and real. For whether we 
will hear, or forbear, it is certain this carries the greatcſt Reaſong ' 
That we ſhould not 1ncor an Eternal Loſs for a momentary and 
porn Intereſt, This is according to all the Realon in the 

orld. 


3, From hence it follows, that all appearances in this W orld, 
an4 in the ovt-lide happineſs and proſperity of it, any further than 
it is ſu>ordinated to the ſupremeecnds of the glory of God, and of 
our Ercraal Salvation, is happin:f6, weltare, proſperity, enjoy- 
ment only in adiſguiſe, in Ma{querade, or as on a Stages 

Now it an Aor on a Stage thould torget what he really is, be- 
cauſe he acts the part of a King, orany great Pcrionage, becauſe 
he is under tuch an Appearance and CharaQter in a Play, and think 
himſelf to be ſuch a one, how great would the Delution and In- 
toxication be / And ſuch is the Faicination, and as I may juſtly 
callit, the Faraticiſm, and Ecthuſiaſm the buſineſs and en» 
joyment, ard enrichments of this World tranſpurt men into : 
They make them forget what a litcl- and ſhort intercſt men have 
1: this World z kow far from an indefciſable ſtate of Inheritance 
as they loye to ſpeak, a Term, not ſo much as for Life, That is, 
a Pcoviſion fo long as we are to be, and to liye: For this (as we 
have ſeen) is to Eternity, not ſo much asa Term for years, which 
is a time certain ; whereas This night our ſouls may be required if ns 
and then wiole ſhall thoſe things by, we have provided 2» All therclore 
we do or {prak, ormagnific onr ſelyes in though upon any thing 
in this World, is but ſo much Theatre, Faice ard Maſquerade, 
25 toallthart ariſ:sfrom this World. 

And thus much we mighbrt learn from the Stage : Herein we 
are more fooliſh than thole Aftors, how:ver their Protethon is 
juſtly more deſpicable than of the pooreſt Mechanick,, or Day-la- 
bourer ; that chey do nat think themſelves to be what they a, 
but know their true Stateand CharaRter, and uſc thoſe Theatrical 
Gaim-nots and Repreſentations for a rea! ſnpport of ihemſelves 
and their Families, ard conſider in the mid(t of all thoſe fcigned 
Arp-arances , thtir true Neceſfirics at home. Even thus, as 


Chriſt inſtruAs us, ſhould we make to our ſelves Friends of the mam< 
mon 


mon of Unrighteouſneſs, make improvement of all we ſcem to be 
heer, that when we fail from all theſe, we may be received to Ever- 
laffing Habitations. 


But alas, how generally do we value our ſelves by our ac- 
quitting our ſelyes, as upon a Theatre ; we give our ſelves a 
ſecret Leokake, as we are Men of Mode, as we have behaved 
our ſelves in our Buſineſs, Trade, Appearance in Courts of Ju- 
dicature, in the Courts ot Princes, in ſuch or ſuch Company ; 
and Men mill praiſe us, when we do, as they think, well for our ſelves 
in theſe things, becauſe they are like unto us : We think our 
ſelves, what we are in Ating, and forget that true Self at 
home, that, though it be indeed the Noble and Princely part, 
the Laſting and Eternal part, the only True and Real Self, yer 
is put under the diſguiſe of a Slaye ; But, oh! how amazed (ball 
we be, when that Self ſtarts out, and appears like it ſelf; and 
we have loſt it for a Thing, a Life, a Being, a Happineſs, ſo 
only in a Vizor! Oh! How will this Amaze and T orment us 
for ever ! when in vain we ſhall cry our, I never knew, nor 
thought my (elf to be ſuch a one, as I now find my (elf, and as 
Chriſt ſays; So is He that lays up Treaſure for Himſelf, under fo 
falſe a Maſque of ſelf, and is not Rich towards God, and his True 
Self; ſo ſhall we find ic; Such Fools, ſuch Enthuſiaſts, heated 
with vain and worldly Imagination ſhall'we be found, And yet 
dayly are ſeen ſuch Servants on Horſeback, falſe Selves cr alott ; 
and Princes, the True Self, the Immortal Soul made to walk on 


Foot. 


Thus the Spirit of God, ſetting out the State of wicked Men 
in the World, F/al. 73: He fets it out, as in this Maſquerade, 
till the Diſguize and Vizor be pulled off; There are no Bands in 
their Death, but their Strength 7s firm, They dye oftentimes (as 
they ſay } in the Bed of Honour, with all Advantages abour 
them without fearof what's tocome : They are not in Trouble as 
other Men, neither are they Plagued as other Men; Therefore Pride 
compaſſeth them about a5 a Chain ( He means) of Gold. T hey take 
ſtare upon them, as great Princes, or Magiſtrates, with their 
Rich Collars, theft Chains of Gold ; Yidlence covereth: them as a 
Garment, They take Power, and Command to- themſelves, to 
enforce their pleaſure; Their Eyes ſtand out with {atneſs, T hey car- 
ry Great Port, and Preſence, ſpcak ; Tixy have more, Le 

eart 
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beart could wifh; They are corrupt, and ſpeak wickedly ; Concerning 
Oppreſſion they ſpeak lofrily, Who dares undertake thein 2 Who 
can attack them, or n1ke War'with them? They ſpeak Great and 
Big, as if Heaven and Earch was their own ; They ſet their Mouth 
againſt the Heaven, and their Tongue walks through the Earth, Theſe 
are the ungodly proſpering in their way, This looks very great for 
a Time; but it is all but as on a Stage; lc is all Stage-Play, 
However, Good Men are ready to be troubled at it, as if it 
were real ; But I did but go, faith the Pſalmiſt, to the tiouſe of God, 
then underſtood T their end; I ſaw the end of the Play, and ir 
ends as we {ay in a Tragedy; All Horror at the laſt ; Surely thou 
didſt ſet them in ſlippery places, Thou caſt:dſt them down to deſtruftion ; 
How are they brought into deſolation in a moment? They are utterly con* 
ſumed with Terrors. : 


1 am fully afſured, All the Wir of Man could never have 
reached this height; no Pocery, n» O.ao:y; only the Spirit 
of Gal, who perfectly knows, and ſpeaks Things, Things fo 
prear as to find themſelves ſuch loughty and maſſy Words, when 
underſtood, as the Divine Spirit underſtands them. 


Hop are they brought into deſolation as in a moment ! They are utter- 
ly conſumed with Terrors; As (001 as they are got but never fo lit- 
tle on that ſide the Line, beyond this World, They arc All in 
Deſolation and Terror, As a Dream when one awaketh ; ſo, Oh Lord, 
when thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their Image. All their State 
here is but Dream and Image, meer Stage Appearance, Maſque- 
rade and Diſguilc, 


* Tobring all this home then to whit we fhould be and do, ac- 
carding tothe ſame Pfalmiſt;, We ſhoild acknowledg our Brutiſh- 
_ and Polly, in writ oe, all concerned with ſuch SpeQtres of 
appineſs, loſing in the mean time their Precious Immorcal 
Selvest We ſhould reſign our ſelves wholly to Divine ConduR, 
To be led by his Counſel, till we are brought to bis Glory ; We ſhould 
look wholly to and for him, Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? 
and there ts none 0n Earth I deſire beſide thee ; &c. All fails, eyen 
a whole Wor!d; All, except God alone; AN far from him perifo 3 
It ts goad then tor ws to draw near to him, that we may declare the 
wouders of his Poxer in his Grace to us, ſetting us before hzs Face for 
ever. | 

I come 
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I come to the ſecond Head, to ſhew you, in what way accot- 
ding to our Saviours Diſcourſe, and the ſcope of it, we come 
toloſe a Soul ; For this isa very critical Point, and that, if cloſe- 
ly applied, would try us, as by a Zealonſy Vater, whether weare 

hriſt's or not > 1 ſhall endeayour to be very brief in it, 
though the T hings themſelves require vaſt, and Jargeſt Diſ- 


COUTIC. 


"Now therefore 1 muſt tell you, that we, even Proteſtants, 
are under the name of C hiiſtians and Proteſtants, a' very Dege- 
ncrate Race: We end, where Chriſtianity in its own True, Ge- 
nuine, and Tranſcendent Powers begins. For Chriſtianity ei- 
ther finds Men Sober, and, as we ſpeak, of Good Lives, as the 
young Man in the Goſpel, that was Lovely in the Eyes ot Chriſt 
for all Moral Accompliſhments, Matt.19.compar'd with Mark 17, 
or it preicicly makes them fo, as Zacchews and other Converts, 
and then ic plants chem with its nobler Principles, and Opera- 
tions? lt takes for granted, no groſs Impieties, or Immoralities 
ſhould be amongſt them, not ſo much ( as the Apoſtle ſays } as 
once named among them, as Becometh Saints; but then it hath 
much niger G:acc:, Powers and Actions to Communicate to 
them ;. wheres ameng vs, It a Man: be no Swearer, Profefſed 
Prophane Perion, no (ordidly Covetous Perſon, Defrauder, or 
Oppreflor, Talks, and Lives Soberly,, and Joyns in the Duties 
of Publick Worſhip, and Acknowledgment of God, we are 
ready to ſay, T his is an Excellent Man: Burt this was not fo in 
the Eye uf Chtift; For He in+ his manner of Diſcourfe, and 
Preaching ca-: e to the Saber and Moral Men, and our Men of 
Good Lives our Religious Men, and that diſtinguiſh themſelves 
from the Lewd: and Irreligious: Now faith Chriſt to ſuch, 
whom we are ready to thinkvery very ſafe, Take: heed: you 
are not the Pcrfons lofing' your Souls:3 though you do.it with a 

eat Ucal of Gravity;' Soberneſs,, and Becommingnelſs in the 

.rl{; a d under ſuch a profeſſion of Chriſtianity and Prete» 
ſtancy , that no,one ſhould ſo:much- as dare-to queſtion your Sal- 
vation',. Loſt He offend and ſcandalize youg. and! difeonyage Alt 
from being Chriſtians; as the young: Mani who! went! away for- 
rowful, ; diſcouraged, ard. as we ſpeak,:diſoblige:', karcked off 
from the Doftrine of Chriſt; and ſtaggering the yery Diiciples, 


who cried out, H/ho then can be faved! 


D 2 I will 
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I will therefore lead you into the occaſion of theſe words of 
our Lor'ds ; What is a Man profited, if he gain the whole Warld, 
and loſe his Soul, &c? In this Chapter, v, 21. | Began Jeſus ro: 
ſhew to his Diſciples, that he muſt go up unto Jeruſalem, that 
Head City, and Seat of the Zewiſh Religion, and the Doftors of ir, 
the Elders , Chief Prieſts , and Scribes that hcld the Standard of 
it; of whom He muſt ſuffer many Things, aud be kill:d, and Raiſed 
again the Third Day, I muſt C faith he ) bes Mocked, I muſt be 
Buffered, I muſt be Spit upon, I muſt ve Laughed ar, and Drol- 
led upon ; and I muſt dye that ignominious death of a Slave, of 
a great Criminal, and Malefator; Burt I ſhall Riſe again the Third 
Day, 


Now Peter looking not at all upon the Riſing the Third Day, 
but letting that paſs ;tor a Phantaſy, a Thing in the Clonds, as 
we do All Diſcourie of the Kingdom of Chriſt at this Time; elſe 
that might haye Reconciled him : But He, altogether» intent 
upon the Suffering part, began to take Chriſt to task, and ro 
Rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far. from thee, Lord 3; This ſhall not be un- 
to thee, Let not this thing be once thought of, That ſuch a Per- 
ſon as TI hou art ſhoul1 te thus Treated, Deal more mercifully with 
thy ſelf ; For Thou who canſt do all things, canſt hinder it if 
thou pleaſeſt 2 But Chriſt turned to Peter, and with an unuſual \.- 
verity ſaid to him, Get thee behind me Satan; For Thou ſawoureſt 
not the Things that be of God, but thoſe that be of Men, | 


Then he adds, This is a Thing, I am fo far from being 
curn'd off from, that I eſtabliſy ir, as a Rule for All my Dit- 
ciples ; If any Man will come after me, as my Dilciple, Let him de- 
ny ola take up his:Croſs, and follow me , in all this I have re- 
preſented upon my ſelf. And if any Man think much of this, 
and- chuſes rather to ſave his \Life., ſuch .a- one ſhall loſe it ;, 
but He that loſes bis Life thus for my ſake, ſhall find-it. 


All this is, as if Chriſt ſhould ſay, I do not only ay you 
muſt leave ,your Debaucheries, the Groſs Pride, and Vanities 
of this World ; but you muſt come to that to be willing to loſe 
our Lives, you muſt Take up your Croſs, do that, the Nature of 
an ſo much abhors. 


Now, 


: SS 

Now, at Peter having ſuch a Love to Chriſt, ſid, Zet it be 
far from thee; ſo we are ready to as too, looking upon our 1 
ſelves, or any other, a Man of Condition, a.Man ot Qualicy, 
as we ſpeak ; what, you come to Take up. your Croſs, ro deny your 
ſelf, to go lower in the World ! This ſhall not be, © But Chriſt 
is _—_ ; If T Man, when required by me, to loſe his Life, 
will ſave it , He ſhall loſe it; Bur it any will. loſe hz Life, fo 
required by me; He ſhall find it in a wy Life, as 1 ſha'l 
find my Life the Third Day, Now, ſaith Chriſt, LZife and Soul, 
arc, you know, the Power and Meaſure of all enjoyment ; 
and if you boſe yourTrue Life, Soul,Self, though you gain the whole 
Werld, what do you get by it? But beyond this, It you core 
to Repent ſo great a Loſs, and to cry out, What ſhall 7 give as 
an Exchanze, a Ranſom for that Sov], that Life loft, and no' 


ſuch can be found ? How Miſerable will you be! Here is the 


very Reaſon, and Thread of our Lord's Diſcourle. 


And herewith agree all his Diſcourſes on this ſub/e& ; Let us 
rake them in the Goſpel Verity and Purity, the very words of 
Chriſt, Luke.14. 35. There were Great Mulitudes following Chrit , 
Many were taken with the Excellency of his Diſcourie, with 
the Majeſty of his Holy Converſation, and Miracles; Bur he 
turned to them, and faith, I would not have you miſtake me, 
If any Man come after me, and hate not his Father, and Mather, and 
Wife, and Children, 8c, and his own Life alſo z He cannot be my Dif 
ciple ; And therefore (ſaith he } Conlider weil, and the Point 
of Conſideration He ſets out by two cloſe ſtmilitudes:- Imply- 


ing, Chriſtianity undertaken in- the Truth of it, is like Buzld- 


ing a Tower, which he that dces,, had need fit down firſt, and 
count the charge ; and it is like beginning a War, in which e- 
qual Power 1s to be well ſtared ; leſt otherwiſe All end in ſcorn 
and Ruine-: So faith He, Whoever undertakes to be a Chriſtian, 
to be my Diſciple, muſt ficſt conlider, whether he can bear ir 
out. 


I fay; To be a Chriſtian , For Chriſt ſaith, Diſciple, and we- 


_ generally ſay Chriſtians; And, indeed, by Oracle, as fom Hea+ 


ven the Diſciples were called Chriſtians, As 11.25, So to be.a 
Diſciple, and to be a Chriſtian ( however the word, Diſciple, be 
become a word of ſcorn among us) is the ſame thing. Now it 
any Man will be aChriſtian, here are the Terms of it, and - 
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muſt drop the very Name of Chriiany if we are not thus pre2 
par'd ; And yet who is chus prepar'd? 


Take another Scripture, John 12. 2,4. Chriſt conſidering his 
own dying, compares the thing to a caſiing a Corn of Wheat into 
the ground; Verily, werily, ſaith Chriſt, except a-Corn of Wheat fall 
into the Ground, it abideth alone ; but { it die, it. bringeth farth 
much frait : He that loveth his life ſhall loſe it ; and he thas hateth his 
life in this world ſhall keep it to life eternal. Here is the plain ſenſe 
of loiin; Life, or a Soul, when we loſe. Life Eternal; and to 
loſe that with. the gain of a Life, that the hole world can make 
great, is, a. loſs wholly unaccountable, intollerable, and irreme- 
diable, notwitnſtanding the moſt paſſionate defires of an ex- 
change, or remedy, which ſhallever cnflame the loſs. 


Now a Corn of Wheat, faith Chriſt, to-th's purpoſe, except it die, 
abides alone + it can never be any more than a Corn of Wheat ; 
and at Jaſt,as ſuch, i putrifies ; but if it be caſt zuto the ground, and 
dic, it riſcs in all che flouriſh of Nature. 


So if a man ſay, Hell be this great man, this rich man, this 
man of Power and Honour, this man of Mode and pleaſure in 
this World, and adventure for what is ro come; ſay what 
you will, faith he, 1 will-not diminiſh from the FigurelI am, or 
can hope or attain to make, | 


Why, if fo, faith Chriſt, you-may, as you can, be that Fi- 
gure, bur you ſhall never be any more ;. and when you come ta 
die, what becomes of that gue? And beſides, beyaud thar, 
2iz. when That Figure is to be nomore ; there ariſes the Los 
of a Soul, and of Life Eternal ; which is beyond all expre{- 
ſion, a Loſs dreadful, and without any repriſal, . or. reco- 


very. 


And to this very purpoſe is that {o known Diſcourſe of the A- 
poltle James; Thus the Truth: of that Faith which juſtifies, ap- 
pears by the mighty Operacions of it in ſelf-denialy? ſelf-refigna- 

tion. and of all our Intereſts in this World , as Abraham and Ra- 
hab made t- Such Ads, of Faith, as the Apoſtle gives'a Catalogue: 
of, Heb, 11. by which the Elders obtained fo. great, fſo.good a 
Report ; which it well conlider'd, would much abate.the Contro- 
veria! part of that Scripture; the Apoſtle being not in difcourſe 
u pon 
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vpon the conſtant Ordinary Works of Moral Obedience, but 
ot thoſe Heroick AQt oppoling to the Body of Profeſſion that 
mighty Spirit of Zufifjing Faith, giving up all to God and 


Chcilt, 


I will therefore but name the Particulals, wherein this is 
oe that we are ready to forſake all to follow 
rilt, 


I. Itis certain, the vety forſaking of all in the plain Letter, 
or Matter of Fatt, was the Caſe for three hundred years. and 
more, after the ReſurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt ; ir was fo diſpos'd 
by the Supreme Lord of T ime, it a man wowtd be Chriſt's Dil- 
ciple, if he would take up him to be a Chriſtian at that time, 
he muſt undervalue for the faxe of Chrift, the whole World, 
and all Re/ations and Intereſts in. it, or &ſe he could not be fo! 
So that this was continually brought to the Beame, to the 
_ a a man's own Soul, or the whole World weigh- 
ed molt ? 


Indeed after three hundred years, and ſomething more, the 
Kingdom of Chriſt made ſome appearance in the hriſtian Fmpire, 
and the Chriſtians came to be in a Condition'of Honour and E- 
ſtate, and outward, proſperity ; and the Biſhops, and Hierar- 
chy, asthey call'd themſelves, became the greareit of the Earth: 
But if we bclieye Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, there was a Voice from 
Heaven at that time ; This day is Poyſon diffus'd into the Church 
But whether that were fo or not, certainly che'thing was moſt 
true'3 For hence aroſe, an Opinion That. Chriitianity in 
ſuch a low and impure late, as the World was then in, and 
hath continued in to this day, did yet advanc- to worldly ho- 
nour and greatneſs; or that the profeſſion of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel, made men with no greater Influences of holineſs appear- 
ing at the ſame cine, great, and rich, and Lord*, then which 
nothing is more contrary to the Kingdom of Chriſt, and which 
brought in Antichrifianiſm, a mock Kingdom of Chriſt,” '1camediate- 
ly upon, and eyen out of the Chriſtian Empire, "But this was 
the State of what we call Antiquity before the Chriſtian Empire 
or the time of the pureſt Chriſtianity ; ic was a laying down all 
at the foot of Chrif, , 


2, Ic 


2. It is certain every one of us ought to be prepared, to 
have a Mind Fixed, and ready to give up Allto Chriſt , elfe 
we,cannot be Diſciples of Chriſt ; 'ſuppoſe any of us have 
Advantages of Deſcent, of Place, of Eſtate, of Credit, of "Re- 
putation, of Great Abilities of Underſtanding, of all the Splen- 
dor of Living, Attendance, Equipage, Garb; It we cannot 
be willing to lay all this aſide, for Chriſts ſake , and to be wrapt 
up in the vileſt Appearance, we cannot be Chrilts Diſciples, 
and fo cannot” be Chriſtians, For Diſciples are called Chriſtians 


by Oracle. 


And as I ſaid before of the Chriſtian Empire, until 'it came in, 
there was nothing but Poverty , Perſecution , Diſgrace , and 
all the Tormeats the wits of Pagans could invent upon Chriſti- 
ans; ſo in Aﬀer Times, when Antichriſtiamſm -camc 'to a 
heighr, there was no enjoying the Purity of Chriſtianity , 
but che Name of Hereticks Eatitled all choſe, who would* be 
Chriſtians , not according, ta what they call'd Holy "Church, 
but according to the Goſpel it ſelf, to all the Cruelſty,” Per: 
ſecution and Torments, the Heathen had before found outs 
and PraQtiſed upon Chriſtians; which now Antichriſtians took 
up againſt ſincere Chriſtians : But for this laſt Age, and al- 
moſt another to ir, our Reformation hath broughtin a greater Li- 
berty of the Protezfant Profeſſion, and the ſame Honour, Ti- 
tles and Grandieur on Proteſtants; But we had need take care 
we do not abuſe it; For if we are not in the preparation 
of our Hearts, Dying, as a Corn of Wheat, we cannor, in'the 
Senſe of the great Maſter , and Founder of Chriſtianity be 
his Diſciples or Chriſtians. And it is much to be conlider'd, 
All things of Worldly greatneſs, and Enjoyment are ftill un- 
der this Petjudice, that the Kingdoms of this World are 'yct in 
Beaſtian Hands, of the Laſt of Damels Beajtian Powers, the Antichriſt 
the Pope; ſo that the Succeſſion of Chrif's Kingdom cannot yer 
be The Kingdoms of this World ; are not yer become the King- 
doms of the Lord , and of his Chriſt. lt is thcrefor very ob- 
ſcrvable, that Counterfeit 'of the Kingdpu of Chriſt, as it is 
a Meck Kingdom in regard of the Worldly Grandicur, of Popery, 
Cardinals, Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, 4c. So it hath ſervedir ſelf of 
the Counterfeit of the Self Dental of the Goſpel in thoſ” Auſtere, 


Self Deoying Orders, under ſuch ſtrict Laws of Mortification 
+" 
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and Deſpiſal of this World ; Both Teaching us, if we would 
Learn ; . That there is indeed a Time of the Glory of Chriſti- 
aniry in that Kingdom of Chriſt, but not Carnal and World- 
Iys yet full of outward Glory, and Enjoyment ; but chat ar 
the preſent All is in Pattence and 4fflidtion. 


3- Every one ought at leaſt to look to this, to ſee, what in- 
Nances of Secret Mortification, Self Examination, Humiliationy 
and profoundeſt Abaſement of Himſelf beforc God; Self Con- 
demnation in Senſe of his own Unworthineſs, and manitold 
Tran(greffions, with all che Aggravations of Them ; Self De- 
nial, Holy Self-Relignation, he Lives in the PraQtiſe, and Ex- 
erciſe of ; laying our ſelyes low at Chriſts Feer, bringing @!! the 
Glory to Chriſtianity, and bringing as many into it, as we can, 
Seeking not onr own, but the Things that are Jeſus Chriſts, Suffer= 
ins Aﬀiittion with the People of God in the State of our Minds ,, and 
Contributing All we can to the neceffities of Saints; not 
Stretching our Selves, as 'n Beds of Tvory, Drinking Wine in Bowls, 
Chaunting to the Sound of the Viot and Organ, Q&c. and ſorgetting 
the Affitions of Joſeph ; Waiting, Longing for the Kingdom and 
Appearance of Chriſt. If ſuch things as theſe are not in us, we 
are ſaving the Lives of a ſhort Figure, and looling our Souls, 
and the Life-Eternal chat are tor cver; we are in a Dream, and mak- 
os that Image, God, and Chriſt will ſuddenly Awake, and De- 


pe. 
Asa Coneluſion, and as anAddition tothe Second HeadyIwill en: 
quire intothe meaningyand importance of tharVehement Queſti- 


on, ſignifying, that the loſs of a Soul cannot be flumbred away, 
What ſhall a man give in Exchange far his Soul? And it ſpeaks theſe 


three Fhings. 


1, Suppoſe that a Perſon could have the whole World in 
his Hand to give ; Jt would be utterly Deſpiſed, It would beof no 
valew; This muſt needs be fo 3 For it the World could be of 
value to Exchange for a Loſt Soul, It muſt rhen needs have pre- 
ſerved the Soul from being Loſt. For a Man therefcre ro ceme and 
Gay to God, bere isthe Eſtate I have gotten with the Loſs of my 
Soul, here is the Great Revenew I have attain'd, and left to po- 
ſteriry , Here are the years I have =_ in pleaſure, and that 1 
was bleſſed vpon Account of by all that liv.d about me, and 


Knew me ; Becauſe 1 RY Pomp and State, in All lcould 


delire, 
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deſire, and did as the Pſalmiſt Expreſſes it) well to my ſelf; 
will this, if it could be All given Back, be an Exchange 
for a Loſt Soul; no, the Redemption of Souls is precious, and 
Ceaſes *for Ever , as to any ſuch Exchange; will the Remem- 
branceof- it Appcaſe an Angry God, or as Enraged Conſcience 2 
Alas, That will be the Burden, and ſting of that Condition ; 
as the Apoſtle 7ames ſpeaks ; Nour Riches are Corrupted, and your 
Garments Moth-Faten, your Gold and Silver are Cankered, and the 
Ru# of them ſhall witneſs againſt youg and eat your Fleſh, as it were 
Fire. ho! hwe heaped Treaſure together for the Laſt Days , James 
br 2, 3» OC... 


2. I there Any. of the Creatures in Heaven or Earth, that 
can (ſtretch out an Hand, or an Arm of Compaſſiou in ſuch 
acaſe, as this is of a Loſt Soul > Are there any of the An- 

els, of the higheſt Principalities in Heaven, the Thrones and 
rub there, thatcan ſtep in in a way of might, and ten- 
dereſt Compaſſion , and ſay, Oh Soul, that art Loſt, now will 
I help, now will I Interpoſe, and bring thee off from thy 
Loſt State, and Reſcue thee 2 Or any of the Saints that have 
known the Temptations of Human Nature on Earth, or 
known any Particular Loſt Soul > Alas, T his is all impoſſi- 
ble, as it is ſaid in Job, Call now, if there be any that will Anſwer 
thee ; and to which of the Saints wilt thou Turn? 70b 5.1, They all 
Juſtify » and Glorify the Righteous Judgment of God in that 
oft State of the Perſon that hath underyalued his Soul ; 
They praiſe the Mcdiator, by whom they themſelves Con- 
fiſt, and the Redeemer, by whom they themſelves are Re- 
conciled ; They dare not appear Mediators, or Invade the 
Honour of the one Mediator, but as they Praiſe and Adore 
free Grace' in Chriſt to themſelves, ſo they in Relation to thoſe 
Diſmal Appearances of the Loſt, as it is expreſſed in Exekie! 
C. 14. 22, arc Comforted in what God hath done, Beholding the Kig h- 
teouſneſs with which he hath done it, when they ſee the ways and 
deings of Loſt Souls, ond know that God hath not done without Cauſe Ah 
that he hath done unto them. 


© 3., When, the Saviour, and Redeemer of Souls ſhall lay 
Whd ſhall a Man Give in Exchange for his Loſt Soul? It is as i 
he'ſhould ſay, Do not look that I ſhould be your Ranſom 
our Exchange; that your Ruine ſhould be under my -Hand, or i 
eſcue you from it; While you were inthe World, I offered 
you 


r 
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you the wiſeſt of my Counſel, I offered you the deareſt and moſt 
precious of my Blood; And I ſaid with tears, Oh that in your 
day yan would have known the things of your peace, but now they are hid- 
den from your eyes. I am now removed from being a Saviour to 
you, I am now altogether at a diſtance from you, or from ſhew- 
1ng you any compaſiion, as it is ſaid, Eſay 27. 11. They are a peo- 
ple of uo underſtanding, therefore he that made them will not have mercy 
on them , and he that | Buy them will ſhew them no favour ; So Chrilt 
will ſay, They have been ſouls of no conſideration, notwith- 
ſtanding all I have ſaid , therefore I have no Commiſſori fram 
my Father, no- Authority to interceed for theſe Children of perditi- 
os, Only for thoſe hegave me,while in the Warld,l amno Re- 
deemer of 1-ſt Souls on this other {ide of the Line of Life, and 
entred into Eternity. 


Having now thns far inſiſted on this Point in a Dodtri- 
nal way, 1 cloſe in brief with the particular Applica» 
tion, | 


Application 1. 1 would ſpeak to the Atheiſt, that complains of 
the want of evidence and afſurance of theſe things ; I would ſpeak 
to him as in his own Language, and would, to diſcourſe with 
him ſay; There is nor a certainty , Ill yield there is not 
fuch a blockiſh, bruitiſh kind of certainty as he requires, that 
ſhould atfe& Stocks and Beaſts ; yet I cannot but obſerve to* him, 
that after all his cavil againſt evidence, he cannot get rid, or quit 
and<clear of that he has; I dare appeal tro him, whether his 
own Conſcience will not have the laſt word , that theſe _ 
areſo, however he be oblig'd not to confeſs it > Bur I would 
deal with h'm by way of proportion, upon our Saviour's Words 
in ſuch a ſenſe as he will allow ; That a man gets nothing, tho 
-he ſhovld gain the whole World, and loſe bis life, in that mo-+ 
ment he gains it ; | ask him in his way of certainty, W hat is that 
man the better ? If then ir be but poſſible, though not certain, 
there ſhould be a Soul co rue the loſs of it (elf in a Chriſtian 
ſenſe ; he knows what he can get; All is but ſuch a parr of the 
World as he &an get ; it is but a World he hath nothing to do 
with when he dies; and there is this Bridle in his Jaws, do what 
he can, he cannot ſhake that off, he myl} die, he knows not 
how ſoon ; and there remains a poſſibility of a Soul in a. loſt 
tate, after all the World ; What odds therefore docs he give 

> again 


againſt himſelf in making nothing of a Soul, for a little of the 
World, ina Life, that cannot with all it bas defray the charge 
of living, the wanity and wexation of Spirit that certainly at- 
tends Life; and the c:rtainty it muſt.cnd, and wholly uncertain 
how ſoon ;, arid yet he ſtands the hazard of a Soul miſerable 
for ever, in irs being loſt, and for eyer crying out for an ex- 
change for it felf that cannot-be found, any more than he 
knows what to give in exchange for his lite, if once loſt. And 
why ſhould he, of all perſons, think a Soul miſerable for ever 
an impoſſible ching,tho not certaingor ſo mich as improbable;thar 
thinks ſo many things have been, and arc, that no one, as he 
thinks,can tell how they come to tet Sure that man that will be- 
lieve nothing but upon ſenſe, tranſgrefſes the yery Law of his 
own Senſe , that ſees many things come to pals, he look'd not for 
and will not believe, becauſe he does not yet fee; and againſt his 
own Prudentials upon Senſe ; for he takes heed , and guards 
againſt things poſſible, that he has never ſeen yer by the cye of 
Senſe, why not then againſt this ſo dreadful profſibility ? 


Application 2. If it be ſo deſperate a caſe to loſe a ſoul for a whole 
world, how great madneſs is the loſs of a Soul for a little of the 
World: Men that live in Allyes ard Dungeons, and eat in dark- 
neſs all their days, and y:tloſe their Souls ; Oh how carneſt ſhou'd 
all the poor be to receive the Goſpel preached to them, as the moſt fit 
SubjeAsof it in that gracious -xprefſion.of Chriſt to them, The 
ore are evanzelized ; and to lay hold on Eternal Life, to make a 

ertue of that Neceſſity they are under. On the o:her {{de, 
they thar live in gaiety and ſplendor, and value it ſo mucy, and 
have ſuch abhorring Sebakes of a contrary condition, how ear- 
neſt ſhould they be to live fo for ever, in a Divine Scnſe, tein 
receiv'd into the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and not to fall 
into the miſeries of a loſt ſoul, as ſo horrible a deſcent from their 
preſent ſtate, | 


Application 3, Let me beſcech you to take the things that hayc 
been conveycd to you in theſe Words,out of Words,and as things 
ro weigh them well; for Things ate greater than words, and 
canot be deceived, or turn'd oft any more than Mountains," or 
Walls, or Gates of Iron and Braſs in our way : Let any one but 
for an hour think of theſe Words, he will find them riſe up to 


him as Things, and meet him with inward afſurances; and » le 
im 
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him often do, and eſfecially with humbleſt ——_—_— to the 
Father of Spirits, he Creator of Souls; through Chriſt the Lover 
and Redeemer of Souls : by the Spirir the bleſſed Inhabirant of 
all holy and wiſe Spirits ; to impreſs upon him this great Oracle, 
concerning the value of Souls and Spirits; and he ſhall find by the 
Evidence, and witneſs within himſelf of the value of his own 
Soul, There is ſuch a ſenſe of theſe things poſſible to us, that he 
that hath /oft Houſes, Lands, Wife z Children for Chriſt's ſake 
may receive a hundred fold in this life, even now, and in the very 
miſt of Perſecution, ( which is the greateſt evidence of their Realt- 
ty,) in the comforts and aſſurances of preſerving all unto Life E- 
ternal 3 For Chriſt adds ; In the world to come life eternal, Mark 


10. 29, 30. 


Application 4. Seeing things are ſo dark in the preſent {moak;, 
black Vapour, thick Steam of this World,and the Luſts thereof 5 
and arc (o hardly conſidered, and weighed -duly, in the noiſes 
and duſt the rolli”g wheels of this World raiſe , Oh how 
earneſtly deſirous ſhould we be of that day dawning, that day of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt but dawning from op high, that ſhall make 
all theſe things ſoclear, as to put the World into another ſtate 
and poſture, as towards God, and all holineſs; and the more 
earneſt ſhould we be, fecing the day may by the ſure word cf pro- 
pheſy ſhining in this dark place, be ſeen to be near appro; 
and how great relation this great Saying of Chriſt hath 
to that Kingdom, appears,in that Chriſt goes on immediately ro 
his coming in the Glory of his Kingdom; of which he gaye a 
Type in the Trans/guration, Chap. 17. following. 
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n Fol. 

5b Expoſition on |. whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, with Ex- 
p ercications concerning the. Meſſiah? W herein the Promiſes 
concerning him. to be a Spiritual Redeemer of Mankind, are 
explained and vindicated. His Coming, and Accompliſhment 
of his. Work according tothe. Promiſes, 1s proved and confirm- 
ed. The Perſian, or who he is, declared, The whole Occo- |. 
nomy of the Moſaical Law, Rites, Worſhip and Sacrifices, is 
explained. And in all, the Doftine of the Perſon, Office, 
and Work of the Mcfſiah, is opened : The Nature and de- 
merit of the firſt Sin is unfalded 5 The Opinions and T raditi- 
onsof the Antiegt and;/Modern Jews are examined. : Their Ob- 
ieRions againſt the' Lord Chriſt and the Goipel are anſwered : 

he time. of the Coming, of the, Meſſiah is ſtated 3 And. the 
gear foundational Truth of the Goſpel vindicated. In faur 

olumes, Folio. 

2, ADiſcourſe concerning the Holy Spirit. Wherein an Ac- 
count it given of his Name, Nature, Perſonality, Diſpenſaticn, 
Operations. and Effects. His whole Work in the Old and 
New Creation is Explained : The Doftrine concerning it vin- 
dicated from Oppoſttions and Reproaches. The Nature-alſo 
and Neceflity of Goſdel Holineſs; the Difference berween Grace 
and Morality, or a Spiritual Life unto God in Evangelical O- 
bedience, and a Courſe! of Moral Virtues, are ſtated and de- 

3--The--Doftrine of the Saints Perſeverance , :explained. and 
confirmed. Or, the "certain 'Permanency-of their (1,) Accep« 
tation-with Ged'; and (2.) SanRification from God; manifeſted 
and proved't From, 1. The Eternal Principles, 2. T he Effeds 
wal Cauſes 3 And, 3; The External Mcanstherecof, &c, wr 
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